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Editorial 


Karzai: 


Which Part of our 
Security may be kept 
by the Foreign Troops? 

It is clear to all, that in the length of the last 
few months, the security problems are 
increasing day by day in the capital and other 
province's, and the situation is getting out of the 
control of the Government, which causes the 
trust and confidence of the people to be 
weakened against the Government 
In these situations there are two types of 
problems created, because of the inexistence of 
the security: 

1- The problems, which are brought about by 
some eradicative and destructive terrorist 
elements and are increasing, day by day 
These elements are trying to face the central 
Government with failure and instability, and 
to create obstacles toward the ongoing 
election process; beside their destructive 
activities they have initiated their fatal 
propagations against the government and the 
International Peace-keeping Forces. 

2- The robbers and bandits, who because of the 
joblessness have deteriorated the security 

• situation during the day and at night; in the 
capital and other rural areas, and have 
created an anxiety amongst the people to 
save their lives and properties. 

President Hamid Karzai, in the Istanbul 
Summit, has pleaded the leaders of the NATO 
(Northern Atlantic Treaty Organization) 
member countries to send more troops, because 
of the insecurity and instability in the country. 
The question is that, can we solve all our 
security problems in the existence of the 
NATO troops 9 

The NATO troops would be able to make a fair 
and secure atmosphere for the elections, which 
is disrupted by terrorists and will prevent their 
distinctive and secret assaults; but who will 
prevent those robbers and armed bandits, who 
loots the houses and properties of the people on 
the ways and other places. 

Whose duty is to arrest those armed bandit, 
who takes the money form the people and 
riders and even robs their cars 9 
Even now the security on trie highways from 
the capital to provinces, districts and villages is 
out of control 

Should the ISAF forces keep the security of 
every village and area and position their forces 
their, or the regional security leaders are also 
having a responsibility? 

Do the security forces control and lookout to 
every way, village and region, if yes, then why 
the situation is deteriorated 9 Some of the 
residents say that the security forces are 
themselves involved in such actions. 

If the security In-charges do not revive their 
position regarding their actions and the 
'criminals are not given strict punishments, we 
can say that not only the government official, 
but also all the people will face the music, and 
will be frightened about their lives and wealth, 
in the result the central authority will lose its 
power and influence 


US Soldier Died 


Private Militias Country's Greatest Danger 


Optimism About Elections and 
Recovery from War 



President Hamid Karzai 
savs the country's 
greatest danger is now 
private militias, not the 
Taleban insurgency. 

In an interview with The 


New York Times. Mr. 
Karzai said new action is 
needed to disarm the 
militias. 

The newspaper reports 
that out of 60,000 armed 


militiamen, only 10,000 
have been disarmed 
under a program to 
disband such groups, and 
the program has stalled 
in recent months. 
President Karzai says 
militias now loom as the 
primary threat to free 
and fair elections 
scheduled for October 
and April. 

Meanwhile, a U.S. 
soldier died in 
Afghanistan on Monday 
of a non-combat-related 
injury. The military savs 
it is not clear what 
caused the death and is 
investigating the case. 


A survey says two- 
thirds of Afghans are 
optimistic about the 
direction their country 
is headed but 
insecurity and the war- 
ravaged economy 
weaken their 

optimism. 

The Asia Foundation 
survey says Afghans 
are particularly 

optimistic about the 
forthcoming elections. 
It says they see the 
beginnings of peace 
and freedom as a 
positive sign but 
remain deeply 

concerned about the 
economy, security and 
the country's 


dilapidated infra¬ 
structure. 

According to the 
survey, only 13 
percent favor the 
ousted Taleban, 

throwing their weight 
instead behind the 
United Nations. Two- 
thirds approved of the 
United States, w'hose 
forces ousted the 
repressive Islamic 
regime in late 2001. 
The foundation says 
the pollsters could not 
survey four of 34 
provinces, including 
the Taleban stronghold 
of Uruzgan, because of 
poor security or 


US Launches Poll Operation 



Elections organizers have been the target of attacks 


The US military in Afghanistan 
has announced a new operation 
to protect the forthcoming 


Lt Gen David Barno. commander of US-led 
forces here, told the Associated Press the 
operation would focus on helping the UN. 


presidential elections planned for which is organising the polls 


9 October. 


The coalition troops would help provide the 


necessary security, he said. 

But with the 20.000-strong coalition due to 
reduce in size, international forces could be 
stretched. 

As with all US military operations, the latest 1 
comes w ith a muscular sounding codename. 
This one is called "Lightning Resolve". The US 
commander said it was already getting going. 
Little detail has been given other than US 1 
troops will work more closely with United 
Nations' election staff to keep them safe from 
attack. 

But the announcement appears to be 
acknowledgement that holding an election 
remains very risky in the current security 
climate. 

And that is not the only challenge. 

Not a day goes by now without an attack 
somewhere in Afghanistan. 

At least 11 people have died in violence since! 
Sunday. 

This new operation comes as the total strength 
of the US-led coalition is dropping - with the 
withdrawal of a 2,000-strong marine unit from 
Taleban strongholds in the south. 

It is not clear if it will be replaced. 

NATO countries have promised some 3,000) 
extra troops to boost its peacekeeping force 
here. But they have yet to arrive. 

Speaking to the BBC. General Rick Hillier. the 
peacekeeping commander, said he still did not 
have a date, less than three months before 
polling day. 


Taleban Rebels Kill Poke Chief 


KABUL- 

A U.S. Soldier died 
today of a non¬ 
combat related head 
injury at Bagram 
Airfield. The Soldier 
was pronounced 
dead by medical 
officials at 

approximately 8 am. 


The Soldier’s name 
and unit are withheld 
pending next-of-kin 
notifications. 

The incident is 
currently under 
investigation by U.S. 
Army . Criminal 
Investigation 
Command (CID). 


Tuesday, 13 July, 2004, 
11:59 GMT 12:59 UK 
BBC News 

Taleban rebels have 
killed a local police chief 
in an attack on 
government offices in 
the south of the 
country. 

At least three other 
security personnel were 
reported killed in the 
attack, one of a spate 
of fresh confrontations 
linked to the Taleban. 
Last week the central 
government said 
presidential elections 
would be held in 
Afghanistan in October. 
The Taleban, who were 
ousted from power in 
2001, have vowed to 
disrupt the electoral 
process. 

"•Police chief 

Rahmatullah was killed 
along with three of his 
men," Taleban 

spokesman Abdul l.atif 
Hakimi told the 
Associated Press news 


agency. 

The attack took place in 
the district of Miana 
Shien in the province of 
Kandahar. 

The Taleban 

spokesman said the 
rebels attacked the 
government offices in 
Miana Shien early on 
Tuesday morning, 
setting the premises on 
fire. 

A government 

spokesman in Kandahar 
city confirmed the 
death of the police 
chief. 

They have been 
targeting security 
personnel and election 
workers in the run-up 
to the country's 
presidential and 

parliamentary elections. 
Security concerns have 
led to the presidential 
poll being delayed until 
9 October. 

The parliamentary 
elections have now 
been rescheduled for 


next April or May. 
In other incidents 
reportedly involving the 
Taleban Gunmen killed 
two security personnel 
protecting election 
workers in the province 
of Ghazni on Monday 
A man reportedly blew 
himself up with a 
grenade after being 
trapped by soldiers in 
the Khogyani district of 
the province of 
Nangarhar 

A man was killed trying 
to detonate a bomb in 
the province of Helmand 
October's election will be 
the first popular vote 
since the fall of the 
Taleban, and a key test 
for US-backed President 
Hamid Karzai. 

Correspondents say Mr 
Karzai - still officially only 
an interim president - will, 
be the favorite to win the 
presidential poll. But 13 
men and one woman 
have already said they 
intend to challenge him. 


HERAT (Reuters) - 
Afghan authorities 
have detained three 
men suspected of 
masterminding a 
bomb that killed five 
people and wounded 
34 in the western city 
of Herat, a police 
official said Tuesday. 
Zia Uddin Mahmodi, 
police chief of the 
province of Herat, 
said the arrests were 
made in different 
parts of Herat on 
Monday. 

"One of them had 18 
pistols and some 
explosive device in his 
possession," he said. 
Mahmodi added the 
suspects were all 
residents of Herat and 
said they were not 
involved in Sunday's 
blast outside a 
military post, near a 
crowded market of 
the city. 


Authorities are 

investigating to 

determine if the three 

have links to any 

political groups, 

including with the 

ousted Taliban, whom 
Mahmodi had earlier 
suspected were 

responsible for the 

blast. 

Overthrown by U.S.-led 
troops late in 2001, the 
Taliban say they have 
no connection to the 
incident. 

The Taliban are mostly 
active in the southern 
and eastern parts of 
the country where 
hundreds of people 
have been killed in 
attacks by members of 
the radical militia this 
year. 

The Herat blast is part 
of a spate of violence 
ahead of Afghanistan's 
landmark elections set 
for October 9. 





- til 


161 fourth year ___ _ __—— 

rcoan Rebels Kill Police Chief 

* ► Vf W * —| Tuesdav morning, setting 


July, 2004 



Taleban rebels 

have killed a local 
police chief in an 
attack on 

government offices 
in the south of the 
country. 

At least three other security 
personnel were reported 
killed in the attack, one ol a 
spate of fresh 


confrontations linked to the 

Talebaf}. 

Last week the central 
government sa ' d 

presidential elections 

would be held in 
Afghanistan in October. 

The Taleban. who were 
ousted from power in 2001. 
have sowed to disrupt the 
electoral process. 

"Police chief Ralnnatullah 


was killed along with three 
of his men." Taleban 
spokesman Abdul Latif 
Hakimi told the Associated 
Press news agency 
The attack took place in the 
district of Miana Shicn in 
the province of Kandahar. 
The Taleban spokesman 
said the rebels attacked the 
government offices in 

Miana Shien early on 


the premises on fire. 

A government spokesman 
in Kandahar city confirmed 
the death of the police 
chief. 

The Taleban refuse to 
recognize the legitimacy, of 
the government of 
President Hamid Karzai. 

They have been targeting 
security personnel and 
election workers in the run¬ 
up to the country's 
presidential and 

parliamentary elections. 
Security concerns have led 
to the presidential poll 
being delayed until 9 
October. 

The parliamentary elections 
have now been rescheduled 
for next April or May. 

In other 

reportedly involving the 
Taleban: 

Correspondents say Mr 
Karzai - still officially only 
an interim president - will 
be the favourite to win the 
presidential poll. But 13 
men and one woman hav e 
already said they intend to 
challenge him. 


Canada has 

agreed to accept 
more than 500 
Afghan 
in 


re tUyees 
*V'"9Y zstan ' the 
United 


Nations 

Agency 


inc;dcr.;s 


Refugee 
says. 

UNHCR's spokesman 
Rupert Colville said the 
move would largely end 
a problem that had 
defied solution for 
years. 

The agency said six 
Afghan refugees already 
arrived to Canada last 
week, and by the end of 
the year a total of 525 
refugees would leave 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Mr Colville said none of 
i the refu^Ca ’ ua a been 
able to find a permanent 
home in the former 
Soviet republic. 

He said this was in part 
because the government 
was new and the legal 
structure for asylum had 
taken time to set up. 
About 100 Afghans 
would stay in the 
mountainous Central 
Asian state after the 


planned resettlement, 
the UNHCP. said. 

Th* agency said it 
hoped they would 
eventually return home 
or be integrated into the 
local society . 

"This is part of a much 
wider attempt to find 


vy 

Some refugees had been 
students in Kyrgyzstan 
when war raged against 
Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan in the 
1980s. the agency said 
Others were associated 
with the leftist 
Najibullah government 


T 


m 


m 



solutions for most of the 
refugees in Central Asia, 
not just Ky rgyzstan." Mr 
Colville was quoted as 
say ing bv the Associated 
Press news agency 
He added that Canada 
was also considering 
bringing in a group ol 
Afghans living in 
neighboring Tajikistan 


that was topped in 1992. 
while the most recent 
emigres fled the country 
when the Taleban came 
to power in 1996. 

"Some had been able to 
return over the years, 
but many were unlikely 
to ever feel safe to go 
home." Mr Colville said. 


From Kabu l 

fAf ■ ® m •• and eve 


Four Pakistani Police Kidnapped 
to Afghanistan 



and 'everywhere." she said. >» Washington. believes that 

'And 1 alvvavs thought how nice other online retailers could do 
•m be if there was a with the country s agricultural 
it wouiu - those product what Worldstock has 

company that would • *"- £ done with Afghan textiles and 
because we were doing the work ™ 

anyways, but vve vverent ge g ., $ ^ fnnts and nuts, 

paid. So it was in the back ot m of high-quality 

mind that someone should do ^ other products 

this " „ ... nmv runs in Afghanistan that people in 

Ms Kamshka now ru ^ and the Gulf 

Worldstock. buying nigs, mum. 


Foreign investment has 
been slow to return to 
Afghanistan following 
the fall of the Taleban. 
But one US company is 
finding success in 
fringing Afghan goods 
to a global market, 
wi'th help from the 
internet. 

Overs dock. com’s cav ernous 

warehc 'use slts 011 dic outs '' lrts 

of Salt L ake City. 


jewellery and embroidery 
directly from Afghan artisans. 
Business is booming. 

Worldstock now has contracts 
with more than 1,500 Afghans, 
which makes the Sait Lake Gity 
company Afghanistan's largest 
private employ er. 


* -- )( 

region have enjoyed for years. 

she said. 

"I think there's a good 
marketplace for them outside 
that region." 

Long-term, she would like to sec 
' n.han artisans creating their 

own retail vvcosuCS. 


-- private employer "Given the right training and 

SC • son spo. for development M. Ka-U sa. ,,te cotnpa, ^ ^ ^ 

'“was during a motorcycle lr,p Kabul where 11 sinkes deals with “ c " a „ creat( . s „eh 

C- , norc thn orlicCttK Uiwww _i 


through Cambodia a few y ears the artisans, 
back that he realized tf* "They have come to our office 
Overstock model might work for and learned to set up an e-ma 
craftsmen in the developing account for themselves an tci 
world. we show them the internet, and 

"Over there, there are a lot of they communicate direct y wi i 
landmine survivors, and they vc me. 


trained as silversmiths and 
potters and such, silk weavers, 
explained Mr Byrne 
"It occurred to me.that working 

with them could be a lot like the 
business we're already in. 

"We could start buying from 
such artisans all over the world, 
bring the stuff into Salt Lake, 
and sell the stuff at basically no 
profit. 

"The idea would be to create as 
much employment as vve possibly 

ffier a sa.e. It could in the developing world." 

1U , 7, aoods Three v ears ago. Mr Byrne started 
Jiquidated .goods H ca „ ed 

World stock. 

He soon found an ally in Neelab 
K.amshka. an Afghan native who 
had recently started working at 

Overstock. 

She fled .Afghanistan with her 

i __4 pm on 


"The plan is. " ltlu "' challenge. Most Afghans are not 

.berate 6 let alone computer- 


producers can create such 
websites, and international 
markets can directly access 
those products." she said. 

"And they'll be less reliant on 
the middleman just like anyone 
else in the world." 

Getting there would be a big 


Tribesmen accompanied 
by Afghan militia troops 
entered a Pakistani 
village across the border 
and kidnapped four 
policemen, an official 
said Tuesday. 

The kidnapping occurred 
on Monday in Killi Abdul 
Wahid, a village just 
inside Pakistan along the 
poorly marked border, 
said Qamar Masood, the 
top Pakistani 

government official in 
the district where the 
village is located. 
The policemen were sent 
to Killi Abdul Wahid to 
stop a feud between two 
clans of the Mohammed 
Hassani tribe, who have 
been fighting over a land 
dispute. 

Members of the clans 
live on both sidss of the 
border and can travel 
back and forth freely. On 


Monday, several men 
from the clan living on 
the Afghan side of the 
border, along with 
Afghan militia soldiers, 
entered the village and 
kidnapped the 

policemen, Masood said. 

A fifth policeman 
escaped capture and 
reported the kidnapping 
of his colleagues to 
authorities, who were 
holding negotiations with 
local Afghan officials to 
secure release of the 
Pakistanis, he said. 
Masood said Afghan 
officials claim the 

policemen strayed into 
Afghanistan's side of the 
border. 

News of the incident 
came as Afghan Foreign 
Minister Abdullah was in 
the Pakistani capital for a 
meeting with top 

officials. 


Forklifts carry ing P a lcls sh °°* 
past tall 'Uncial shelves filled 
with everyth ing from designer 
wedding dress-es to DVDs to 
lawn furniture. 

Overstock.com specializes in 
liquidation. buyiRS a P small lots 
of products left over when 
companies go bankrupt or 
remain unsold after a sa c 
then sells the 1 
online. 

"I'm ready to screw the next 
capitalist m a heartbeat." said 
Patrick Byrne, the founder ol 
Overstock. 

Despite the tough talk, he has 



Security Issues Dampen 
Afghan Investments 

Although the rebuilding of possible 
is 



She fled Afghanistan warn ner I r ft ■ • ~~ [iterate. 

family in 1989 and spend seven communicate directly with me. al Worldstock laugh 

vears in Pakistan before going to thcy C ould do that, she said ask them what 

World slock - “ happens when .her By lo 

cheaply time devalues the «*■ onlurc ,e,aU .0 Afghan 
C1 ■” - , artisans 

craftsmanship. According to them, the Afghans 

Bn, the Afghan government Accordn* ^ ^ do you 

likes the idea. b and h ow much of 

Mariam Navvabi. the commercial " am DU - 

o„or-l,P at the Afghan embassy U ___ 


the US. 

It was there. Ms Kamshka says, 
that she started thinking aoout 
ways to get Afghan goods to far- 
flung markets. 

"We'd sit around and just for tun 
we'd make these embroideries. 
We'd hang them on our walls 


Afghanistan 
progressing, security 
problems in the country 
still discourage foreign 
companies from investing 
there, U.S end Afghan 
officials said Monday. 
The need to improve that 

. was among 
situation 

topics discussed oy 
Treasury Secretary John 
Snow and Finance 
Minister Ashraf Ghani in a 
private meeting. They 
talked to reporters briefly 
afterward. 

'The fundamental issue 
right now is security ... 
because there is dearly 
right now _ given the 
security questions 
reluctance" to make 
capital investments in the 
country, Snow said. "We 
talked about some 
interesting ideas 
Where it may not be 


to secure the 
entire country at one 
point, you could create 
zones of security where 
enhanced economic 
activity could be 
fostered." 

No new commitments 
were made during the 
meeting, the officials said. 

Roth Snow and Ghani said 

... 

they would like iu 
more direct foreign 
investment in the country 
and greater trade activity 
involving the country. 
Ghani said he would like 
to see Afghanistan 
expand exports, especially 
of its agriculture products, 
to other countries. They 
also said that more needs 
to be done to combat 
drug production and 
trafficking in the country. 
Afghanistan remains the 
world's largest opium 
Droducer. 
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